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Minimally Invasive 

Gynecologic Surgery  

Masaki Mandai 

(Japan) 

 

 

Maternal & Fetal Medicine 

Ounjai Kor-anantakul  

(Thailand) 

 

 

Oncology 

Young Tak Kim  

(Korea) 

 

 

Reproductive Endocrinology  

& Infertility  

Raymond Li  

(Hong Kong) 

 

 

Sexual & Reproductive 

Health  

Rowshan Ara Begum 

(Bangladesh) 

   

 

Ultrasound 

Nelinda Catherine Pangilinan 

(Philippines) 

 

 

Urogynaecology 

Ching-Hung Hsieh  

(Taiwan) 

 

 

Fellowship selection  

Rohit Bhatt 

(India) 

AOFOG  

Committee Chairs 

Dear Friends 

 

At the beginning of this 2017-2019 term, I stressed the 

importance of communication and our Newsletter is the 

umbilical cord that connects the Executive Board/Council 

with all our National Society members. We have succeeded in 

producing and disseminating our quarterly Newsletters on time and the 

current issue represents the 7th in the series. This will also be the last 

Newsletter that I will pen as your President. 

 

During our tenure, we have managed to set up a new Secretariat in 

Colombo and now have in place SOPs that will enable our organisation 

to function with greater efficiency in the coming years. A new, 

improved and more responsive website was developed and launched in 

May 2018 and this has grown from strength to strength. We have also 

endeavoured to increase AOFOG activities in our member countries 

especially among the Low and Middle Income Countries and I daresay, 

we have achieved some measure of success in this area. In the final 

analysis, the groundwork has been laid and future Councils will now 

need to build on this and strive to elevate AOFOG to even greater 

heights. 

 

Our AOFOG Congress in Manila will be upon us in a mere 6 weeks! To 

date, we have just under 4000 registrants and if you have not joined the 

party yet, please do so ASAP as this promises to be an excellent 

academic and social event. 

 

This Congress will also mark the end of my tenure as AOFOG 

President. As I reflect on the past 2 years, it has been a challenging but 

interesting journey with many twists and turns. In cricketing parlance, 

we had a steady innings with some “sixes” but thankfully no “ducks”!! 

For this, I extend my gratitude to the members of the Executive Board 

and Council for their contribution and unstinting support. But most of 

all, I would like to thank all our member National Societies for giving 

me this honour of leading an incredible organisation; an honour that I 

will cherish for the rest of my life! 

 

See you in Manila! 

 

Warm regards 

Ravi Chandran 

 

President’s Message…. 
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We are slowly approaching the end of the term of the present council. Its time 

to reflect back to remind ourselves about what we were able to achieve during 

the past two years. Everyone could be happy that we were able to do many 

activities as well as participate in the Annual conferences of many member 

societies during this period. This brought AOFOG closer to our members and increased their enthusiasm 

about AOFOG activities. This is well shown by the number of delegates who have registered for the grand 

Finale ‘AOFOG” 2019 in Manila. Number is already closer to the 4,000 mark. I am certain others will not 

miss the opportunity by registering in the coming few weeks. 

We were able to have a few more activities during the past three months. 

Annual Conference of the AICC RCOG was held in Kolkata between the 5th and 8th of September 2019. 

AOFOG was invited to participate in this conference which was also attended by many other 

organisations. We are thankful to Dr. Bhaskar Pal the organizing Chairman & Dr. Basaab Mukharjee the 

Organising secretary for inviting AOFOG and congratulate them for organizing a very successful 

congress. 

PIT POGI 2019 (Pertemuan Ilmiah Tahunan Perkumpulan Obstetri-Ginekologi Indonesia 2019) – This 

Annual Scientific Meeting of the Indonesian Society was held in Surabaya, Indonesia this year from the 

4th to 6th of July. AOFOG conducted a session on the Issue of “Rising Cesarean sections” which was 

greatly appreciated by the audience; I wish to thank the organisers  

Dr. Andon Hestiantoro, Prof. Budi Wiweko, Dr. Ari Kusuma  & Dr. Ernawati Darmawan in particular for 

their hard work. 

AOFOG in Pacific Islands - We were 

successful in having a programme in the 

Pacific Islands after many years at the 13th 

regional Workshop & Scientific Meeting of 

Pacific Societies of Reproductive Health 

held from 6th to 11th July 2019 in Papua 

New Guinea.  It was organised by the 

PNG society. All the Pacific countries were represented, as well as UNFPA and WHO The conference had 

over 300 delegates a mixture of midwives, public health personal, and Obstetricians and Gynaecologists.   

The AOFOG session was held under the theme, “Gender inequity, including Gender Based Violence and 

its effect on Reproductive Health”. Lectures were delivered by Dr. John Tait, Dr. Shanti Raman, Dr. Mary 

Balupa and Dr. Lorna Rolls. 

I am thankful to Dr. John Tait, Executive Board Member and the Officers of the PNG society for making it 

possible and our hope is to conduct more activities in the Pacific Islands in the future. 

 

Mumbai Conference. 

AOFOG - BSRM - FOGSI (Infertility Committee) - MOGS Update Course on Evidence-Based Infertility 

Care. Was held on the - 12th and 13th September at the S P Jain Auditorium Bombay Hospital. This was 

followed by the Gynaecology and Infertility Chronicles conference on the 14th and 15th of September at 

the Taj Palace and Towers, Colaba, Mumbai. Read more…  

Secretary General’s Message….. 
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ICOE programmes. 

We were able to have two more programmes one in Laos and the other in Cambodia during the last 3 

months. These programmes are gaining popularity and are much in demand and have been of great help 

to the participants. The Pre & Post programme tests clearly show that the delegates have learnt much 

from the programmes. So AOFOG & OGSM has decided to continue this collaboration till 2021. 

 

Grand Finale will be the AOFOG 2019 congress which will be held in Manila from the 11th – 16th of 

November 2019. A record number of delegates exceeding 3500 have already registered to attend. I am sure 

everyone will join this memorable event without delay. Kindly visit the AOFOG 2019 website. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone in Manila, 

Rohana Haththotuwa.  

  

 

 

AOFOG at AICC RCOG 2009 at Kolkata 

The Global Fraternity of Obs & Gyn were witness to a grand 

event when the Annual Conference of the AICC RCOG 

unfolded in Kolkata between the 5th and 8th of September 

2019.  

The total delegate strength was close to 1300 with more than 

50 invited international faculty. On the first day there were 

masterclasses on CTG, Obstetric Skills, Urogynaecology, 

Fetal Medicine and Infertility with Reproductive Endocrinology. The following two days involved a 

wide variety of scientific deliberations including orations, plenary lectures, absorbing symposiums and 

engaging panel discussions. There were interspersed by a cultural-clad inauguration ceremony, RCOG 

member and fellow admission ceremony and several social functions. On the 8th September, post 

congress hands-on workshops were held on Imaging, Perineal Tear Repair, Laparoscopic Suturing and 

Colposcopy.   

There was considerable participation of office bearers of AOFOG 

in the academic event. AOFOG President Dr. Ravi Chandran 

delivered a plenary lecture on ‘Obesity in Pregnancy’. The 

Secretary General Dr. Rohana Haththotuwa had a keynote lecture 

on ‘Acute Management of AUB’ and chaired a symposium held in 

collaboration with Organisation Gestosis. The Deputy Secretary 

General Dr. Jaydeep Tank spoke on ‘Making Abortion Safer’ in a 

guest lecture session. Several of the members of different AOFOG 

committees were also part of the faculty for the event.  
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PIT POGI 2009 in collaboration with AOFOG 

PIT POGI 2019 (Pertemuan Ilmiah Tahunan 

Perkumpulan Obstetrics-Gynaecology Indonesia 

2019) also known as ISOG’s Annual Scientific 

Meeting was held in Surabaya, Indonesia this year. 

The meeting started on July, 4th to July, 6th 2019 with 

17 pre-PIT workshops spread in some hotels around 

Surabaya and followed by Symposium started from 

July 8th to July 10th 2019. 

The new innovation that the committee tried to provide for 3500 participants (consist of OB and GP) is 

AOFOG Session. AOFOG Session is a symposium which held simultaneously with 3 other symposiums 

in another ballroom. Around 750 participants were attending AOFOG Session enthusiastically, with the 

topic “Preventing Primary Caesarean Section and VBAC optimalization”. The reason why we choose this 

topic is the high prevalence of placenta accreta which leads to the high number of maternal mortality in 

Indonesia, and as we all know Caesarean Section is one of the risk factors. Besides that, we would like to 

learn from other countries on how to provide Obstetric and Gynecologic care optimally in Universal 

Health Coverage Era.  

Much appreciation was given 

from the participants for Ravi 

Chandran, MD from Malaysia, 

Rohana Haththotuwa, MD from 

Sri Lanka, Prof. Gus Dekker, MD, 

PhD. from Australia and Dr. 

Andon Hestiantoro, dr., 

Sp.OG(K) from Indonesia whom 

are kindly sparing their time from their busy schedule to come to Surabaya and gave a lecture. We hope 

that this collaboration won’t stop here and will be continued for next ISOG’s Annual Meeting to learn on 

how other countries dealing with some topics/problems which booming in Indonesia.  

 

Mumbai Conference  

The AOFOG - BSRM - FOGSI (Infertility Committee) - MOGS 

Update Course on Evidence - Based Infertility Care was held on 

the 12th and 13th September 2019 at the S P Jain Auditorium, 

Bombay Hospital and The Gynecology and Infertility Chronicles 

2019 (GIC - 2019) was held on the 14th and 15th September 2019 

at the Taj Mahal Palace and Towers, Colaba, Mumbai.  

The event was hosted by the Mumbai Obstetrics and Gynecological Society (MOGS) in association with 

the Asia Oceania Federation of Obstetrics and Gynecology (AOFOG), The Belgian Society of Reproductive 

Medicine (BSRM) and nine committees of the Federation of Obstetric and Gynecological Societies of India 

(FOGSI).  

Back 
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The events saw the presence of 11 international and 

over 120 national faculty. The Update Course saw 

over 140 registrations and the Conference saw over 

500 registrations. There were 2 orations, 8 Plenary 

Keynotes, 16 pecha kucha talks, eight panel 

discussions, and over 30 invited lectures, in the 

conference.   

  

Some organisational highlights which were found to be useful were as follows.  

The program was run with punctuality and all 

the faculty members were extremely co-

operative in keeping to the time allotted. There 

were no name-tags or badges. Delegate 

identification was by QR codes sent to each 

delegate by WhatsApp or by a link. This saved 

printing, distribution hassles and time. The 

faculty gifts were environmentally positive. A 

plant pot made of environmentally friendly 

material (coir) with seeds was chosen as it 

represented the nurturing aspects of our 

profession. The conference bags were sourced 

from a social marketing organisation which engages with women to support local women entrepreneurs. 

The inauguration and valedictory functions were simple and kept minimalistic taking care to include all 

the mandatory aspects and felicitations. They were conducted crisply. Some new concepts such as the 

Friendship Bench and #NoFilter were introduced.  

 

ICOE Programme - Laos 

The ICOE was the fifth for Laos and coincided with the end of 

the MOU, was held from 30th August to 2nd September 2019. The 

opening was attended by Dr. Alongkone and Prof. Thuy (VP of 

LAOG and Director of Hospital). The observer was Robyn from 

the Clinton Health Access Initiative. The venue was the Mother 

and child hospital. There were 15 Laos trainers and 27 

participants. The OGSM team was represented by Tang, Sim 

and Gunasegaran with Baskeran as the admin. AOFOG was represented by the President Dr. Ravi 

Chandran. 

The OGSM donated 2 Adam Rouilly training equipment to the LAOG. 

Back 
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The course was completed with no problems and the participants were overall very satisfied with 

the learning objectives. The trainers are enthusiastic and most of them are capable to train. 

Leadership skills and the situational awareness qualities from the Laos trainers could be improved 

for the future. The participants bought and used the ICOE handbook as their resource material and 

gave a positive feedback on the quality and content. 

The MOU has ended and the OGSM has 

proposed to transfer the trainers’ manual to 

LAOG to be copied and printed. As an 

understanding the LAOG should conduct the 

ICOE at least twice in a year with their own 

trainers with OGSM sending at least 2 trainers 

for supervision and quality assessment. There 

should be a dedicated person who is in charge and more importantly for data management 

 

ICOE Programme - Cambodia 

The Intensive Course in Obstetric Emergencies (ICOE) was 

carried out in Phnom Penh, Cambodia (07th – 09th June 2019) 

and was jointly organised by the Cambodian Society of 

Gynecology and Obstetrics (SCGO), Obstetrical & 

Gynaecological Society of Malaysia (OGSM) and supported 

by the Asia & Oceania Federation of Obstetrics & 

Gynaecology (AOFOG). It was a seventh course in Cambodia 

from August 2016 - June 2019. The Faculty from OGSM included Dr. Gunasegaran P.T. Rajan, Dr. Khoo 

Kong Beng, Dr. Hii Ling Yien and Mr. Baskeran Bala Krishnan as the admin. AOFOG was represented by 

the Prof. Pisake Lumbiganon (Thailand) 

The ICOE program started 07.6.2019 @ 2pm with the pre-course knowledge and skills assessment. This 

was followed by a welcome address by OGSM, AOFOG and SCOG. The opening was attended by Prof. 

Pech Sothy, Team leader ICOE Cambodia, Prof. Koum Kanal, President of SCOG, Prof. Pisake 

Lumbiganon, AOFOG Representative and Dr. Gunasegaran, ICOE Director   

In attendance, were 20 enthusiastic 

participants from various parts of the 

Cambodia. They were made up of 

relatively young Obstetricians and 

Gynaecologists. In the opening speech, 

by Prof. Koum welcomed both trainers 

and participants. Dr. Guna in his 

opening comments stated that funding for regional ICOE training is primarily by OGSM and AOFOG. 

The grant is limited thus it is important that the local chapter of ICOE training to work towards obtaining 

their own training equipment and become independent.  

The meeting was fruitful as Prof. Pisake Lumbiganon gave an overview of the course and he expressed his 

full support for the ICOE.  He was briefed on the importance of the course going forward in the future.  

Back 
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The feedback was very good and all expressed that this program was very useful to their daily clinical 

practice. The main takeaways for the participants were to work as a team when managing an emergency 

and to have a system of communicating within and beyond the hospital setting. By the end of the second 

day, there was a sincere request to return to conduct the course and many of the participants expressed 

their gratitude during the certificate giving ceremony. All trainers from OGSM and SOGC were helpful 

and efficient. 

 

 

 

 

Future Events 

 
 

1. 63rd AICOG 2020, Lucknow  

63rd All India Congress in Obstetrics & Gynaecology ,  29th Jan – 2nd Feb 2020, at  the Manyavar 

Shri Kanshiramy Sanskritik Sthal, SMRITI UPAVAN, Lucknow, India. 

Theme: ‘We Pledge for Women’s Health”. 

Visit- www.aicog2020lucknow.in 

2. 59
th 

Annual Congress of Taiwan Association of Obstetrics & Gynecology (TAOG)  

February 22
nd 

(Sat)-23
rd 

(Sun), 2020 at Taipei International Convention Center in Taipei. 

3. The 72nd Annual Congress of the Japan Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology.                          

Thursday, April 23 to Sunday, April 26, 2020, at the Tokyo International Forum. Tokyo, Japan. 

Visit- www.congre.co.jp/jsog2020/en/ 
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From the Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecological Research  
(The AOFOG Journal) 

 

Editor’s choice articles from Issue 8 are as follows; 

 

1. Original Article 

Clinical pregnancy after deceased donor uterus transplantation: Lessons learned and future 

perspectives.  

Roman Chmel; Zlatko Pastor; Marta Novackova; Jan Matecha; Milos Cekal; Jiri Fronek 

Pages: 1458-1465 | First Published: 6 May 2019 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jog.13992 

 

2. Original Article 

Hysteroscopic morphological pattern reflects histological grade of endometrial cancer 

Taito Miyamoto; Kaoru Abiko; Ryusuke Murakami; Yoko Furutake; Tsukasa Baba; Akihito Horie; 

Junzo Hamanishi; Masaki Mandai 

Pages: 1479-1487 | First Published: 9 May 2019 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jog.13998 

 

3. Original Article 

Risk factors for abnormal postpartum glucose outcome in women with gestational diabetes 

mellitus diagnosed by modified The International Association of the Diabetes and Pregnancy 

Study Groups criteria 

Teng Wang; Wei Zheng; Wenyu Huang; Li Zhang; Zhihong Tian; Ting Zhang; Qi Yan; Guanghui 

Li 

Pages: 1545-1552 | First Published: 10 June 2019 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jog.14009 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Contact us at 

Secretariat - Asia Oceania Federation of Obstetrics & Gynaecology,  

‘SLCOG House’, 112, Model Farm Road, Colombo 8, Sri Lanka. 

 E-mail: secretariat@aofog.net   web: www.aofog.net  

 

JOGR issue 8 has been published and Editor's choice has been updated 

here; https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14470756/current 

We  hope  these  articles  will  be  useful  as  references  and  updates  for  our  members. 

Prof. Kiyoko Kato 

 

Designed & IT effects by Pathum D. Rupasinghe 

Back 
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