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President’s Message 
The 26th AOFOG congress 2019 held in Manila, Philippines 

ended in great success. First of all,  

I want to congratulate ….. 

Secretary General’s Message 

 
When looking back we could be happy that AOFOG was 

able to participate in various activities in many of our 

member countries during……. 

JOGR News 

secretariat@aofog.net 

RTCOG ICOE 

 

Read more 

Read more 
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Minimally Invasive 

Gynecologic Surgery  

Tsukasa Baba 

(Japan) 

 

 

Maternal & Fetal Medicine 

U. D. P. Ratnasiri  

(Sri Lanka) 

 

 

Oncology 

Sarikapan Wilailak  

(Thailand) 

 

 

Reproductive Endocrinology  

& Infertility  

Raymond Li  

(Hong Kong) 

 

 

Sexual & Reproductive 

Health  

Krishnendu Gupta  

(India) 

   

 

Ultrasound 

Nelinda Catherine Pangilinan 

(Philippines) 

 

 

Urogynaecology 

Mou-Jong Sun  

(Taiwan) 

 

 

Fellowship selection  

Rohit Bhatt 

(India) 

AOFOG  

Committee Chairs 

Dear Members, 

The 26th AOFOG congress 2019 held in Manila,  

Philippines ended in great success. First of all, I  

want to congratulate the members of the Philippine  

Obstetrics and Gynecology Society (POGS),  

especially Dr. Mario A. Bernardino, President of  

POGS and Christia S. Padolina, Congress President and Vice-President 

of POGS and their team who organized and hosted the 26th AOFOG 

congress 2019. From the opening ceremony till the closing ceremony, 

well thought out programs never bored us. Besides academic programs, 

various social events were so gorgeous and enjoyable. We will never 

forget the hospitality given by POGS. 

I took office as the 28th President at the AOFOG General Assembly on 

13th of November 2019. It is a great honor for me and I would like to 

express my sincere appreciation for the support of members, executive 

board members and council members of AOFOG, as well as Japan 

Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

As you may know, AOFOG is much related to my home country Japan. 

The first congress was held in Tokyo in April 1957 and was established 

as the Asian Federation of Obstetrics and Gynecology, independent of 

the International Federation of Obstetrics and Gynecology. In 1979 

Australia and New Zealand joined, and both name and reality became 

AOFOG (Asia Oceania Federation of Obstetrics and Gynaecology). It 

has now grown to be composed of 28 countries and regions. 

Prof. Hideo Yagi of Okayama University was the first president of 

AOFOG. After Prof. Yagi (1957-1962), the 8th President, Professor 

Shoichi Sakamoto (1979-1981), the 13th President, Professor Masahiko 

Mizuno (1989-1991), and the 21st President, Professor Yuji Murata 

(2006-2007) were appointed from Japan. Therefore, I am the fifth 

president from Japan.  

I started my career serving for AOFOG in 1987. I was an editorial 

member of AOFOG Journal (former form of JOGR, AOFOG official 

journal) and Prof. Yoshinori Kuwabara was editor-in-chief at that time. 

He was my mentor and led me to the road of AOFOG. I wouldn't have 

been today without him. Then after for a while, I became an Oncology 

committee chair in 2011 and served for 2 terms. Then was elected as 

Vice-President in 2015 and as President-elect in 2017. 

I enjoy working with many talented members in AOFOG. Last two 

years, the Executive Board was led by immediate past president Dr. 

Ravi Chandran. He is a thoughtful and courageous doctor who took 

AOFOG to a new dimension. That is, the organization that acts.  

President’s Message…. 
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I would like to follow his policy and to continue to act for new generation. As I mentioned in my 

inaugural address, the challenges of AOFOG is to reduce perinatal mortality and to eliminate cervical 

cancer from our region. In order to achieve this goal, I asked to new executive board members and 

committee chairs to be SMART. Set the Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant and Time bounded goal 

at the first council meeting, 

AOFOG is, however, such a diverse society, ethnically, culturally and economically. I'd like to respect 

these diversities and strengthen AOFOG by the energy and passion produced by this non-uniformity. 

Today's AOFOG is impossible without the wisdom, leadership and action of its predecessors. I want to 

give them the greatest respect and I promise them and our members that I will do my best with my ability 

during my term. 

Last but not least, I would like to wish our members a wonderful holiday season and a prosperous new 

year 2020. 

Greetings from AOFOG for a Wonderful 2020. 

Prof. Kazunori Ochiai  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yet another year has passed and a New Year is dawning. 

When looking back we could be happy that AOFOG was able to participate 

in various activities in many of our member countries during the past year. I 

am thankful to all the Presidents, Secretaries and the National Society 

Representatives for all the assistance given to organize and conduct these 

activities. We were able to enhance the bonding between the AOFOG and the National Societies and I am 

certain that it will be further strengthened during coming years. 

The highlight of the year was AOFOG 2019 which was held in November in Manila. This was attended by 

almost 4000 participants and this is the highest number we have had in any AOFOG conference. It was 

very encouraging to see FIGO, RCOG, ACOG & SAFOG participating. This has given us an opportunity 

to work together in conducting various activities for our members and women in our region without 

duplicating these activities. 

The installation of the AOFOG President 2019-21 took place during the Banquet of AOFOG 2019. We saw 

Prof Kazunori Ochiai of Japan been inducted as the new president by the outgoing president Dr. Ravi 

Chandran during the colourful ceremony. I take this opportunity to thank Dr. Ravi Chandran, President 

AOFOG 2019 for guiding and steering the Federation to greater heights and making it more visible 

around the globe. We admire his capability to formulate clear guidelines and streamline the various 

activities making the working environment more pleasant and comfortable. 

Secretary General’s Message….. 

Back 
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The workshops and the scientific programme covered almost all the areas in O & G. We were fortunate to 

have many renowned international and local speakers. The social activities were very exciting with the 

song and dance of our Philippine colleagues and was enjoyed by all. 

I wish to thank Organising Committee Chair, Dr. Christia Padollina, Secretary General Dr. Brenda and 

their very energetic team for organizing this congress which was a tremendous success. Also I wish to 

thank Dr. Mario A. Bernardino, President Philippine O & G Society and its Officers for all the support 

given to organize AOFOG 2019. For details refer annexure…. 

 

The 34th Annual Scientific Meeting of RTCOG 

The Annual Scientific Meeting of the 

Royal Thai College of Obstetricians 

and Gynaecologists was held in 

Pattaya, Thailand from 16th – 18th 

Oct 2019. AOFOG conducted a 

session on ‘Current Controversies in 

O&G Practice”. We are thankful to 

RTCOG President Air Marshal Karun Kengsaku, Secretary General Prof. Unnop Jaisamrarn, Prof Pisake 

Lumbigoanon, Past President RTCOG and Prof Ounjai, AOFOG MFM Committee Chair for all the 

assistance in organizing the programme.  

 

ICOE programme in Cambodia. 

Intensive Course in Obstetric 

Emergencies (ICOE) was 

organised in Cambodia by the 

Obstetrical and 

Gynaecological Society of 

Malaysia (OGSM) in 

collaboration with the 

Cambodian Society of 

Gynaecology and Obstetrics (SCGO) and the Asia and Oceania Federation of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

(AOFOG) from the 6th to the 8th of December 2019, at the National Centre for Maternal Health, Phnom 

Penh. The programme was well attended and the participants were very enthusiastic. The programme 

was conducted by Cambodian trainers with the assistance of the OGSM group.   

It was encouraging to see that the Cambodian doctors had benefited very much from the programme and 

the knowledge and skills learnt has been very helpful in their practice.  

I am thankful to Prof. Koum Kanal and Prof. Pech Sothy of SCGO for all the assistance given to organise 

the programme and Dr. Patricia Lim, Team leader of the OGSM group for conducting the programme so 

efficiently. 

Once again I wish to place on record the commitment of the OGSM to carry out this ICOE programme. 

Read More… 
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AOFOG 2021 

27th AOFOG congress, AOFOG 2021 will be held in Bali, Indonesia from 8th -11th March, 2021. It will be 

hosted by the Indonesian Society of Obstetrics & Gynecology. The theme of the conference is “From bench 

to bedside: between the culture, tradition and technology in women’s health”.  

The organizing committee chaired by Dr. Andon Hestiantoro is busy already making preparations for a 

grand conference with a comprehensive up to date academic programme, exciting social events.  

 

This will be a memorable conference for everyone, not to be missed. 

So Kindly Block the Dates immediately. March 8 -11th 2021. 

Looking forward to working with you more closely in 2020. 

Dr. Rohana Haththotuwa.  

  

.  

ICOE Programme - Cambodia 

On the 6th to the 8th of December 2019 the Intensive Course in Obstetric Emergencies (ICOE) was 

organised in Cambodia by the Obstetrical and Gynaecological Society of Malaysia (OGSM) in 

collaboration with the Cambodian Society of Gynaecology and Obstetrics (SCGO) and the Asia and 

Oceania Federation of Obstetrics and Gynaecology (AOFOG). It was a 2-day course comprising of 

lectures, breakout stations with hands-on simulation stations held at the National Centre for Maternal 

Health, Phnom Penh. A total of 20 participants participated in this course comprising of senior and junior 

doctors from big towns to smaller provinces. The Malaysian team comprised of 3 doctors, one 

administration staff and a junior IT assistant. This complemented the local Cambodia trainers which 

consisted of 8 doctors and two administration staff.  

The first day began with a pre-course 

knowledge and skills test followed by the 

Opening Ceremony which was attended by 

Prof. Koum Kanal and Prof. Pech Sothy of 

SCGO, Dr. Rohana, Secretary-General of 

AOFOG and myself Dr. Patricia Lim, team 

leader for the ICOE team from OGSM. All 

parties expressed their delight in how far the course has accomplished in Cambodia by reducing their 

maternal mortality rates. It is hoped that the course will continue to train more trainers and doctors in the 

years to come with collaboration from all the said societies.  

This was followed by lectures and a breakout station. The highlight of the day was the faculty dinner 

which was held in a quaint local Cambodia restaurant that was cosy for all of us to enjoy the local 

cuisine. We were certainly spoilt by the marvelous variety of food ranging from fresh rice roll salads, 

soup, fried rice, noodles and morning glory.  

Back 
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The second day started bright and early with lectures and breakout stations. Positive feedback was 

received from both the trainers and participants with many learning new skills especially in the 

resuscitation of a collapsed mother, post-partum haemorrhage and eclampsia.  

 The final day was left to wrap up topics such as instrumental 

deliveries and sepsis to name a few. Prior to the closing, a post-

course knowledge and skills test were performed. The results show a 

marked improvement where the pre-course scores of below 5 were 

boosted to scores above 8 indicating a marked increase in both 

knowledge and skills after having attended the course. The Closing 

Ceremony was officiated by Prof. Kanal and Prof. Sothy and myself 

followed by the presentation of certificates and tokens of appreciation to the Malaysian team and 

AOFOG.  

Overall it is very promising to see the commitment of the 

SCGO as they have embarked to purchase mannequins and 

equipment of their own. The local trainers also showed 

dedication and interests in imparting knowledge and skills 

to their fellow colleagues. It is with hope that future courses 

can be led independently by the local team and the 

Malaysian team need only to supervise with support from 

all the three societies.  

Wishing everyone a happy new year 2020. 

 

Dr. Patricia Lim Su-Lyn 

ICOE team leader for Cambodia ICOE December 2019 
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Few Glimpses of AOFOG 2019 
For details refer annexure… 
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From the Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecological Research  
(The AOFOG Journal) 

 

Editor’s choice articles from Issue 8 are as follows; 

 

JOGR Vol.46 No.1 has been published and Editor's choice has been updated here; 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14470756/current 

 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jog.14128 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jog.14143 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jog.14129 

 

JOGR issue 12 has been published and Editor's choice has been updated here; 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14470756/current 

Editor’s choice articles from Issue 12 are as follows; 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jog.14124 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jog.14132 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jog.14116 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Kiyoko Kato 

 

JOGR Vol.46 No.1 has been published and Editor's choice has been updated 

here; https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14470756/current 

We  hope  these  articles  will  be  useful  as  references  and  updates  for  our  

members. 

 

 

Secretariat - Asia Oceania Federation of Obstetrics & Gynaecology,

‘SLCOG House’, 112, Model Farm Road, Colombo 8, Sri Lanka. 

 E-mail: secretariat@aofog.net   web: www.aofog.net  

 
Designed & IT effects by Pathum D. Rupasinghe 
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AOFOG 2021  

Dear colleagues 

Warms greeting from Bali – Indonesia.   

As a chairperson of AOFOG 27th Congress we welcome you all to our prestigious biennial meeting 

that will be held in Bali Nusa Dua Convention Center (BNDCC), Bali – Indonesia, March 8th to 11th 

2021. 

Our theme of congress is “From bench to bedside: between the culture, tradition and technology 

in women’s health”, which we believe will put AOFOG as the frontier reproductive health 

organization in Asia Oceania.  Attractive pre-congress workshop followed by excellent scientific 

program and outstanding speakers will accompany you during your stay in Bali. 

Several hot topic discussions, debate, controversies and many more will increase your knowledge 

and experience in giving better service for our patients in the future. Bali is an Island of Paradise 

that is rich of culture, tradition, beauty places and scenery is able to make your stay become very 

valuable and memorable. 

We also thank a lot to all scientific committee, sponsors and our partner in making this event 

success. 

See you in AOFOG 2021 – Bali  

 

Andon Hestiantoro 

Chair person 

AOFOG 2021, Congress 
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Annexure   
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